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Rise in child marriage, physical abuse
complaints during lockdown

Berween March 25 and April'5, helpline received 37 calls reporting child marriage

TANU KULKARNI
BENGALURU
The Karnataka State Com-
- mission for Protection of
_ Child Rights is shocked to
learn that ChildLine has
been seeing an increase in
the number of complaints
pertaining to child marriage

to the commission,” he said.

A member of the commis-
sion said that majority of the
calls pertaining to child mar-
riages were reported from
rural areas in North
Karnataka.

Nagasimha G. Rao, child
rights activist, said that ma-

ﬁ gh)sic;aj abuse since the N O ny cfgt:;}:‘ezs ‘:;rspl;:?tin tﬁ;
xdown began. . - < ;
Antony Sfl?:stian, chair- to get children married. “Ac-
person of the commission, 9) tivities to monitor and tz)r&
said that according to data X vent child marriages have
provided by ChildLine, bet- O been stopped, which is why
ween 25 March and April 5, 0 the cases are on the rise,” he
the hel_ph'ne received 37 calls said. He also said that cases
reporung child marriages o of physical abuse against
and 32 calls related to physi- children are also on the rise

cal abuse of children. He
saj.d that this number of
child marriage cases was

as families are “frustrated”
with the lockdown and vent-

*ILLUSTRATION: SEBASTIAN FRANCIS  INg it out on the children,

“abnormally high”  and . The helpline has also re-
neﬁded to be verified. They also received a large  ference with the members of ceived calls related online
We think people perhaps  number of calls pertainingto  the commission on Monday abuse.

are under the impression
that they can discretely con-
duct child marriages during
lockdown and nobody in
their village or town will get
to know,” he said.

medical and educational
support. Mr. Sebastian said
that they found, the data
alarming and have formed
teams to verify these com-
plaints. “We had a video con-

and told that members need
to go with the police and offi-
cials of the Department of
Women and Child Develop-
ment to investigate this
qQuickly and submit reports

“A girl complained that
she had befriended a person
online and had sent him her
photos and he was using the
ph_otos to blackmail her»
said the helpline staff, ,
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Rise in child marriage
physical abuse plaints

BENGALURU

The Karnzatakz Stzte
Commission for Protection of
Child Rights is shockec <2
learn that ChildLine has Deen
seeing an increase inte
number of complainis
pertaining to chilc MmaITiage
and physical abuse since the
lockdown began.
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